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Report of Treasurer and Selectmen. 


Lhe Treasurer and Selectmen credit the town for the year ending 


March 1, 1883, as follows: 


By list of taxes assessed April 1, 1882, 
Dog tax, 
School-house tax, District No. 1, 
73 66 ie 
66 73 5, 
Cash from former Treasurer, 
Received of taxes assessed in 1879, 
66 66 1880, 
73 66 1881, 
Interest on taxes of 1880, ’81, 
County for support of poor, 
Railroad tax, 
Savings Bank tax, 
Literary Fund, 
Interest on T. R. Spiller note, 
State bounty on foxes and hawks, 
Interest on taxes of 1882, 


Disbursements of Treasurer. 
Outstanding bills : 
Paid Lovina Brown’s note in full, 
Ruth Batcheldor’s as 
L. W. Fling, services on Kimball suit, 


$2,690.37 
39.00 
41.13 
102.57 
104.138 
118.94 
2.34 
4.82 
394.69 
6.13 
315.45 
30.71 
180.23 
45.54 
6.00 
6.80 
2.68 


$4,085.53" 


$203.77 
281.24 
190.00 
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Support of Schools. 


Paid John M. Fogg 


DD? 

Joseph 8S. Morrison, 
Albion B. Dalton, 
Albert N. Clough, 
Horace Sanborn, 
Hiram S. Tilton, 
Simeon C. Brown, 
George W. Martin, 


Support of Poor. 


Paid for Hezekiah and Sally Heath, 


Stephen 8. Brown, 

— Johnson, 

Wm. Moranville, 

Mrs. G. R. Tobine, 

Mrs. R. Y. Barber, 

C. W. Dow, funeral expenses, 


Town Officers’ Bills. 


Paid John L. Morrison, S. S. Committee, 


D. B. Clement, Supervisor, 

R. Brown, we 

H. S. Tilton, Be 

J. E. 8. Fifield, Town Clerk, 

R. J. Pillsbury, Committee on town hall, 
George F. Fletcher, Collector, 

D. B. Clement, jr., Selectman, 

H. W. Tilton, Mt. 

Laurin C. ‘Tilton, J, 

Uriel Pike, Treasurer, 


$88.64 
36.21 
66.37 
50.91 - 
72.38 
105.55 
35.12 
26.80 


$481.98 


$169.00 
5.00 
22.00 
55.24 
5.00 
18.00 
12.00 


$286.24 
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Highways and Bridges. 


Paid for labor on and breaking out new road, $68.11 
R. Brown, for plank for new road, 6.87 
Es Dis: aNonls, 4.13 
D. Li Barrett.“ Tee tt 40 
J. A. West, ° Br Guu y 10.00 
66 66 66 3, 11.50 
Expended,on union bridge, 23.79 
-D. M. Webster, for labor and lumber in Dis. No. 19, 13.00 
C. H. Spiller, + in Dis. No. 8, 4.00 
Uriel Pike, oe iY 20, 1.50 
S. R. Glover, for labor and lumber on Fuller bridge, 7.75 
A. W. Nichols, o Ae ey 7.90 
D. B. Clement, jr., ‘* spikes se 1.85 
Labor and spikes on Clay brook bridge, 3.60 
‘* on E. E. Ferrin bridge, 3.00 
$167.00 

| Miscellaneous Items. 

Paid Bounty on crows, $18.10 
J. B. Sanborn for collector and surveyors’ books, 2.80 
R. W. Musgrove, printing reports, 15.60 
For recording births and deaths, , 3.00 
R. J. Pillsbury for town house, 94.50 

BB is school house tax in Dist. No. 8, 102.57 
Samuel Fifield, fe ee CoO ge Wie deka 
County tax, 481.48 
State tax, 312.00 
O. K. Bucklin, repairing wagon, 5.00 
R. W. Musgrove, printing check-list and notices, 3.79 
Van N. Bass, printing tax bills, 1.00 
James Keebles, 2.00 
Justice services, 2.90 
Stationery, express and postage, 2.03 
Examining records, 00 
Selectmen’s expenses, 10.15 


$1,163.36 
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Abatement of Taxes Assessed April, 1882. 


C. Woodman, for watering tub, 
David Sorel, 

Joseph Baker, 

Elmer Baker, 

D. 8. Batchelder, loss of horse, 

J. L. Whittemore, 

W. H. Abel, loss of stock in 1881, 
George Tobine, 

T. R. Spiller, 

S. W. Gray, dog tax, 


Abatements Continued. 


Taxes assessed in 1873, 


66 66 1874, 
66 66 1877, 
66 66 1878, 
66 66 1879, 
6« 66 1880, 


66 66 1881, 


$3.00 
2.10 
2.10 
2.10 
1.15 
1.47 
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RECAPITULATION, 
Amount received, 


Paid out. 


Paid outstanding bills, 

Support of poor, 
it: schools, 

Town officers’ bills, 
Highways and bridges, 
Abatements, 
Non-resident tax worked, 
Due on Collector’s book, 
Miscellaneous, 

By cash on hand, 


$4,085.53 


$675.01 
286.24 
481.98 
245.75 
167.00 
19.75 
28.28 
330.17 


1,163.36 


687.99 


Demands Against the Town. 


Surplus Revenue, notes, 
Alice Nichols, 
Mary J. Mitchell, 
Nathan Chapman, 
Frank B. Tilton, 
H. V. M. Morrison, 
Roxy Dolloff, 

D. B. Clement, 

D. B. Clement, jr., 
L. R. Clement, 
Arvilla F. Barnard, 
G. F. Fletcher, 

C. M. Barnard, 

S. W. Tilton, 

M. M. R. Mitchell, 
Caleb Whittemore, 
A. O. Dolloff, 
Tsaac C. Tilton, 
Eliza A. Johnson, 


ae 84 085.59 


$2,095.81 


93.40 
700.17 
347.56 
974.33 
142.93 
351.88 

1,509.40 
299.37 
169.52 

62.40 
135.99 
916.40 
226.40 
230.98 
414.00 

32.17 

1,185.32 
430.38 


$10,318.91 
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Claims due the Town. 


Due on Collector’s book of 1881, 
66 73 66 1882, 
‘from J. M. & J. H. Fogg, 

Anna Rankins, 
T. R. Spiller on note, 
Luther Barrett, 


T. R. Spiller, int. for 1875, ’76 


State bounties paid on crows, 
County for support of poor, 
Calvin Blanchard, 


Amount of claims due the town, 
Cash on hand, 


Total due the town, 


Total demands against the town, 
Total claims due the town, 


Deduct surplus Revenue, 


URIEL PIKE, Treasurer. 


H. W. TILTON, 
L. CC: TEHGLON: 


D. B. CLEMENT, na Selectmen 


PAT NAR. 29.72 


$1,447.67 


$10,318.91 

1.447.67 
— $8,871.24 
2,095.81 


$6,776.43 


of 


Bridgewater. 


Report Supt. School Committee. 


District No. 1. 


Two terms of school. The first term of eight weeks began 
May 15; Mrs. Arprit Heatn, teacher. Mrs. Heath has had 
much experience in teaching, and she kept a good school. I 
was in the school at the commencement, and about a week be- 
fore it closed. The order was good. Whole number of pupils, 
8 ; studying reading, 8; spelling, 6 ; penmanship, 6; arithmetic, 
6; geography, 2. Roll of honor: Mary McKenna, EK. Frances 
Woodman, Clarence Brown, Leon A. Woodman. No. of visits 
by parents and others, 3. Wages of teacher per month, $16 ; 
including board, $18. 

The second term of nine weeks began Oct. 50, Miss Appie 
C. Woopmay, of this town, teacher. Miss Woodman is too well 
known as a teacher to need any comment from me, yet I will 
say that she has well sustained her former fame. I visited the 
school twice; the order was excellent with the exception of 
one or two pupils at the close ; progress in studies was as good 
as [couldexpect. The school-house needs repairing very much. 
Whole number of pupils, 9. Studying reading, 95; spelling, 9 ; 
penmanship, 4; arithmetic, 4; geography, 4; history, 4. Roll 
of honor: Edna F. Woodman, C. Belle. Wiser, Clarence E. 
Brown, Ora L. Wiser, Orren W. Wiser, Elmer P. Wiser, Leon A. 
Woodman. Number of visits by parents and other, 9. Wages 
of teacher per month, $16; including board, $20. Whole 
amount of school money, $88.64. John M. Fogg, Prudential 
Committee. 
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District No. 2. 

One term of ten weeks, commencing April 24, was taught by 
Miss Gustie C. Sarcent, of Plymouth, a teacher of great ex- 
perience, having taught about twenty terms of school. The 
school was kept at the house of J. S. Morrison. I visited the 
school at the commencement and close; the order was good, 
and all the studies showed great improvement. ‘There are too 
many absence marks upon the register. Whole number of 
scholars, 8; whole number studying reading, 8; spelling, 8; 
penmanship, 2; arithmetic, 8; geography, 4. Upon the roll of 
honor is the name of Joseph H. Morrison. Number of visits 
by parents and others, 3. Wages of teacher per month, $8; 
including board, $14. Whole amount of school money, $36.21. 
Joseph S. Morrison, Prudential Committee. 

District No. 3. 

There were twenty-three weeks of school in this district. 
The summer term of eleven weeks began May 8. Miss Ina G. 
Pitispury, of this town, teacher, who taught the same term 
last year. It was an excellent school in every respect. I visi- 
ted the school twice ; the order was excellent. Whole number 
of scholars, 10; studying reading, 10; spelling, 10; penman- 
ship, 6; arithmetic, 8; geography, 6; grammar, 3. Roll of hon- 
or: Abbie F. Batchelder, Mary E. Batchelder, Carrie M. Dal- 
ton, Anna A. Dalton, Samuel G. Pillsbury, Fred R.. Pillsbury, 
Mary E. Fletcher. Number of visits by parents and others, 
15. Wages of teacher per month, $8; board given. 

The winter term began October 16, taught by Miss Luella J. 
Locke, of Alexandria, ‘‘the teacher of the same term last year,” 
who. kept 8 weeks and then having afar more lucrative position 
tendered her at Littleton she left and went to that town. Miss 
Locke is an excellent teacher, as you all know; she kept a per- 
fect school ; I visited her school twice, the order was excellent. 
Whole number of scholars, 11; studying reading, 11; spelling, 
11; penmanship, 11; arithmetic, 9; geography, 7; grammar, 
6; history, 2. . Roll of honor, Abbie Batchelder, Mary Batch- 
elder, Eva Upham, Clinton E. Davidson, Sherman S. Fletcher. 
Number of visits by parents and others, 16. Wages of teach- 
er per month, $14; board given. 
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Miss Della A. Dearborn, the teacher of No. 7, then took the 
school and finished the remaining 4 weeks of the term, com- 
mencing December 11. She kept an excellent school, in fact I 
have nothing but praise to say in regard to this district. There 
are some fine scholars here and they have learned well; No. 3 
does well. I visited the school at the close.. The order was 
excellent. Whole number of scholars, 9; studying reading, 9 ; 
spelling, 9; penmanship, 7; arithmetic, 7; geography, 7; gram- 
mar, 5. Roll of honor: Abbie Batchelder, Mary Batchelder, 
Carrie Dalton, Eva Upham, Clinton Davidson, Sherman Fletch- 
er. Number of visits by parents and others, 7. Wages of 
teacher per month, $14; board given. Whole amount of school 
money, $66.37. Albion B. Dalton, Prudential Committee. 


District No. 5d. 


The school in this district began Aug. 28th under the in- 
struction of Miss Gustrigz SarGent, the teacher of No. 2, who 
taught two weeks when trouble arose and she left the school. 
TY did not know of any trouble until after she had left the 
school and can therefore say nothing in regard to it. The re- 
maining 9 weeks were taught by Mr. George B. Cox of Ash- 
land. Mr. Cox is a graduate of the New Hampton Institution 
and is a very fine scholar. He has a very pleasant way in the 
school room of imparting knowledge to his pupils, who all 
seemed to think very much of him but at the same time they 
have to obey him. In brief, it was a good school in every re- 
spect. I visited the school at the commencement (Miss Sar- 
gent, teacher), and close (Mr. Cox, teacher) ; the order was 
good at both visits. Whole number of scholars, 15; studying 
reading, 143 spelling, 14; penmanship, 11; arithmetic; 10; 
geography, 4; grammar, 4; composition, 4. No names on the 
roll of honor. Number of visits by parents and others, 6. 
Wages of teacher per month: Miss Sargent, $13; Mr. Cox, 
$21; board given by district. Whole amount of school money, 
$50.91. Albert N. Clough, Prudential Committee. 


land 


‘ Districr No. 7. 
There were two terms of school. The first of seven weeks 


began May 8, taught by Miss Mary A. Morrill, of this town, 


the teacher of last year, who is well known to you all. The 
school taken as a whole was a good one. Some of the pupils 
did not pass quite so good an examination as usual, which per- 
haps was not the teacher’s fault. I visited the school at the 
commencement and close; the order was good. Whole num- 
ber of scholars, 15; studying reading, 15; spelling, 12; pen- 
manship, 9; arithmetic, 11; geography, 9; grammar, 4; alge- 
bra, 1. There are but very few absence marks on the register. 
Upon the roll of honor are the names of Helen M. Smith, Ka- 
tie G. Smith, Flora D. Smith, Melissa H. Sanborn, Josie H. 
Clement, Myra E. Clement, Annie C. Brown, Walter D. Clem- 
ent, Harry B. Clement, Charlie Drake, Claud Brown. Num- 
ber of visits by parents and others, 11. Wages of teacher per 
month, $12; including board, $18. 

The fall term of eight weeks began Sept. 18, under the in- 
struction of Miss Detta A. Drearporn, of Ashland. ‘This was 
her first school, and considering that fact, I think she did nice- 
ly. I visited the school at the commencement and close. The 
examination at the close was good and showed that the time 
had been well improved. The order was mostly good, some 
small scholars were not very quiet, in fact I have noticed for 
the past three years that most of the pupils pay considerable 
attention to the study of trying to find an easy position in which 
to sit; but they will never find it inthose seats. Take the seats 
out and make the floor level is my advice. No attention was 
paid to writing I find. Whole number of scholars, 14; study- 
ing reading, 14; spelling, 14; arithmetic, 11; geography, 7; 
erammar, 3; algebra, 1. Too many absence marks on the regis- 
ter. Roll of honor: Josie H. Clement, Myra E. Clement, Ka- 
tie G. Smith, Harry B. Clement, Walter D. Clement, Charlie 
Drake. Number of visits by parents and others, 15. Wages 
of teacher per month, $12; including board, $20. Whole 
amount of school money, $72.38. Horace Sanborn, Pruden- 
tial Committee. ‘ 


District No. 8. 


There were eighteen weeks of school in this district. The 
first term of six weeks began August 21, taught by Miss H. 


es 
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AmanpDa Wurppen, of New Hampton. Miss Whidden is a teach- 
er of much experience, andanexcellent one too. The district 
that secures her services may be sure of a good school. I visi- 
ted the school at the commencement and close ; the order was 
excellent, and the advancement in studies perfectly satisfacto- 
ry forsoshort a term. Whole number of scholars, 16; study- 
ing reading, 16; spelling, 16; penmanship, 10; arithmetic, 16 ; 
geography, 8; grammar, 10; book-keeping, 1; algebra, 4. 
Roll of honor: L. Della Tilton, Alice M. Tilton, Flora M. Sar- 
gent, Walter H. Sargent, Agnes M. Dolloff, Maud M. Dolloff. 
Number of visits by parents aud others, 18. Wages of teach- 


_ er per month, $16; including board, $21. 


The next term began October 9, with Miss Emma Tompson, 
of Meredith, teacher, who taught two weeks, when trouble 
arose between her and one of her pupils about spelling a word. 
She refused to hear his lessons or even to speak to him. He 
came to me and requested me to go into the school and see who 
was to blame. I did so, and, as I supposed, satisfactorily set- 
tled the trouble ; but the teacher left the school feeling much 
abused, Iam told. I did what I thought was fair and just, and — 
was sustained by the Prudential Committee, who was present and 
knew all the circumstances. At my first visit I expected trou- 
ble sooner than it came, and I consider Miss Thompson far 
from being the right person to make a successful teacher. 
The remaining ten weeks were taught by Miss M. Anrice 


SmirH, of Ashland. Circumstances were such _ that 
I could not leave home at the. close, but I am told 
it was an excellent school. There are good scholars 


in this district, and they have always done themselves honor 
when I have been present at the close. Whole number of pu- 
pils, 20; studying reading, 20; spelling, 20; penmanship, 16; 
arithmetic, 20; geography, 7; grammar, 14; book-keeping, 1; 
algebra, 4. Roll of honor: Maud M. Dolloff, Mabel M. Dol- 
loft, Agnes M. Dolloff, Alice M. Tilton, Della L. Tilton, Alice 
L. Wicom, Abner F. Dolloff, Daniel C. Whittemore, Ed- 
win B. Whittemore, Charlie E. Spencer, Walter H. Sargent, 
Alfred H. Tilton. Number of visits by parents and other, 5. 
Wages of teacher per month, $16; including board, $21. 


14 ; 


Whole amount of school money, $105.55. Hiram S. Tilton, 
Prudential Committee. 


District No. 9. 

One term of seven weeks, commencing May 28d, taught by 
Miss Appie C. Wovpman. — I visited the school at the com- 
mencement and close. The order was excellent and good im- 
provement was made by the three scholars attending. The 
school-house is unfit for use, and I would suggest that the di: - 
trict unite with No 1. Some action should be taken before 
another school. Number of pupils studying reading, 3; spell- 
ing, 3; penmanship, 2; arithmetic, 3; geography, 2; grammar, 
1; history, 1. Upon the roll of honor are, Albert E. Abel, 
Henry L. Gault. No visitors. Wages of teacher per month, 
$16; including board, $20. Whole amount of school money, 
$35.12. Simeon C. Brown, Prudential Committee. 


District No. 10. 


I have not been notified of any school in this district. 
Whole amount of school money, $17.76. 


Unton Districr No. 1. 


Two terms of school. The first term of seven weeks began 
May 8, Miss L. Atiin Gordon, of Ashland, teacher. It was 
her second term, yet she did more for her pupils than has been 
done before in any two terms, and I can well call her a thor- 
ough teacher. I visited the school twice ; the order was good 
and the progress perfectly satisfactory. Whole number of pu- 
pils, 9; studying reading, 9; spelling, 9; penmanship, 6 ; arith- 
metic, 6; geography, 6. Number of visits by parents and 
others, 5. Wages of teacher per month, $12 ; including board, 
$16.60. 


The second term of eight weeks began Sept. 18, Miss Mary 
E. Currier, of A-hland, teacher. It was her first school, but 
she kept a very fair school. I visited the school twice ; the or- 
der was good. Whole number of pupils, 12 ; studying reading, 
10; spelling, 7; penmanship, 7; arithmetic, 7; geography, 6. 
No names upon the roll of honor either term. The register 
looks as though it had the measles ; don’t have so many absence 


15 
marks next year. Number of visits by parents and others, 13. 
Wages of teacher per month, $10: including board, $14 60. 
Whole amount of school money from Bridgewater, $26.80. 
George W. Martin, Prudential Committee. 


In conclusion, a few words relating to the schools in general 
may be appropriate. Time is ever advancing, and for the third 
tme it has been my duty to report to you, as near as may be, 
the condition and the progress made in the several schools in 
town for the past year. I have reported the order in each 
school as it appeared to me at the time of my visit ; advancement 
in studies is more difficult to correctly decide, some of which 
are, different kinds of text books, of which the Committee may 
know nothing about, whether they are difficult or easy: and 
then a school of from five to eight weeks, although just as good 
for the time it is in session, cannot show that advancement and 
general good appearance at the close as one of from ten to fif- 
teen weeks can. I have visited each school at the close, ex- 
cept No. 8, and I have endeavored to give each one a fair and 
just report. The schools, taken as a whole, will average far 
higher this year than for the two years previous. I have in- 
troduced Monroe’s Practical Spelling Book in all the schools 
the past year, of which most of the teachers speak very high- 
ly.* The Speller and books to write spelling lessons in can be 
had at Hiram Hodgdon’s store in Ashland. 

There has been much inconvenience from the use of too many 
kinds of arithmetics and geographies, and another year, one, 
if not both of these text books should be so arranged that but 
one kind of books of each could be used. Many teachers are 
sadly deficient in penmanship, and as the district school is all 
the chance that many of our scholars have of acquiring this art 
it is very important that teachers should be well qualified to in- 
struct in it. 


*Each teacher’s desk was presented with a Speller by the 
publishers. 3 
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Whole numbers of scholars of this town, not less than five 
years of age, who have attended school two weeks or more, 92. 
Number of children between 5 and 15, who have attended no 
school during the year, 7. Number of scholars between the 
ages of 5 and 15, as reported by the selectmen, 65 ;—36 boys 
and 29 girls. Whole amount of school money last year, $471.- 
62; whole amount of school money this year, $499.74 


JOHN L. MORRISON, S. S. Committee. - 
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